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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 and 30 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/23/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4,6-7, 10-11, 15-17 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Isono et al (EP 0 950 593). 

Isono et al shows all the limitations of the instant claims including; a power- 
operated hydraulic pressure source 70 operable to delivery a pressurized working fluid, 
a brake including a hydraulically operated brake cylinder; a manually operable brake 
operating member 10; a master cylinder disposed between said power-operated 
hydraulic pressure source and said brake cylinder and operable to deliver the 
pressurized working fluid into said brake cylinder, in response to an operation of said 
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manually operable brake operating member; and a flow-rate changing device (74, 75, 
86, 542, 546, 547, 560, 562) disposed between said power-operated hydraulic 
pressure source and said brake cylinder and including said master cylinder 500, said 
flow-rate changing device being operable to change a relationship between a first rate 
of flow of the pressurized working fluid from said master cylinder into said brake 
cylinder, and a second rate of flow of the pressurized working fluid (from 70) into said 
master cylinder, such that said relationship is changed according to an operating 
amount of said brake operating member (note that valves 74-75 change the relationship 
between the flow from the pump 70 and the flow from the master cylinder to the brake) 
during a normal braking operation in which a pressure of the working fluid in said brake 
cylinder is controlled such that the pressure of the working fluid in said brake cylinder 
changes with a change of the operating amount of said operation of said manually 
operable brake operating member. See figure 22. 

Regarding claim 2, Isono et al further discloses a master cylinder including (a) a 
housing 502, and (b) a pressurizing piston 504 fluid-tightly and slidably fitted in said 
housing, said pressurizing piston having two pressure-receiving surface areas which are 
different from each other and which respectively partially define a front pressurizing 
chamber 508 and a rear pressure chamber 512 on front and rear sides of said 
pressurizing piston, said master cylinder being operable to supply said brake cylinder 
with the pressurized working fluid delivered from said front pressurizing chamber as 
said pressurizing piston is advanced, and wherein said flow-rate changing device 
includes a switching device 546 having a first state in which the pressurized working 
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fluid is delivered from said power-operated hydraulic pressure source 70 to said rear 
pressure chamber which has a smaller one of said two pressure-receiving surface areas 
(when valve 546 is closed), and a second state in which the pressurized working fluid is 
delivered from said power-operated hydraulic pressure source to said front pressurizing 
chamber 508 (when valve 546 is opened). 

Regarding claim 3, note the rear chamber 512 has a smaller area due to the area 
of the input rod which reduces the pressure receiving area of the chamber. Isono et al 
also shows a discharge-flow inhibiting device 75. 

Regarding claim 4, Isono et al further show a check valve 74 or the unlabeled 
valve next to the accumulator 72. 

Regarding claim 30, see control valve device 44. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

It is maintained that the assisting device 538 of EP'593 reads upon the claimed 
flow-rate changing means. The instant disclosure fails to provide any distinct definition 
of "normal braking". It is maintained that the automatic braking modes of EP' 593 can 
reasonably be considered "normal" as no malfunction has occurred. Note that figure 23 
of EP'593 shows two modes of proper "normal" brake operation and two modes of 
operation during failures of abnormality. Also note the summary of the invention of 
EP'593. For instance, page 3, lines 25-45 appear to suggest modifying the flow 
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relationships in response to vehicle speed or temperature. It is maintained that the 
rejections are proper. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley T. King whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
71 1 7. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 :00-7:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan can be reached on (571) 272-6786. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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